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Abstract. The purpose of this study was to examine how globalisation has influenced the transformation of the legal
system of Ukraine and to identify the social consequences resulting from the adaptation of national legislation to
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development of legal consciousness and social interaction in Ukraine and the strengthening of democratic institutions and
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strengthened national identity within the context of integration into global processes. Particular attention was given
to issues concerning the social adaptation of the population to new legal realities associated with the adoption and
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implementation of European norms and standards. A crucial aspect of this study is the investigation of the impact of
globalisation on the role of the state in legal regulation and the enhancement of interaction between state institutions
and society. The study highlights key aspects of the transformation of constitutional processes under the influence of
globalisation trends, particularly with regard to the integration of Ukraine into the European legal framework. It also
addresses the social consequences of adapting national legislation to European standards, which have manifested in changes
to legal culture, the strengthening of human rights protection mechanisms, and the advancement of democratic institutions

Keywords: human rights protection mechanisms; democracy; civil society; integration; national identity; globalisation

Introduction

The impact of globalisation on the development of national
legal systems is manifested, in particular, in the necessity
of harmonising legislation with international and regional
standards. In Ukraine, this influence has accelerated the ad-
aptation of national legislation to European norms, driven
by the country’s aspirations for European integration and
the need to ensure high standards of legal protection for cit-
izens. However, the implementation of European norms into
Ukrainian legislation faces numerous challenges, including
the unreadiness of the legal system, socio-economic inequal-
ities, and limited access to legal services. Official EU reports
confirm obstacles in the implementation of European norms
within Ukrainian legislation. For instance, the Report on
the Implementation of the Association Agreement between
Ukraine and the European Union for 2023 highlights issues
related to the insufficient preparedness of the legal system,
socio-economic disparities, and restricted access to legal ser-
vices, particularly in rural areas. These problems necessitate
in-depth research, as their resolution is a prerequisite for en-
suring social stability and the democratic development of the
country. Concurrently, the introduction of new legal norms
requires active public engagement, fostering an increase in
legal awareness among the population and ensuring effective
communication between state institutions and civil society.

M. Treshchev and A. Munko (2022) emphasise that in-
tegration with the European Union and the adaptation of
Ukrainian legislation to European standards represent not
merely a legal process, but also have social consequences
that must be considered in the context of state policy. Spe-
cifically, the researchers draw attention to two key aspects.
The first is the reduction of social inequality through the es-
tablishment of equal access to legal and administrative ser-
vices for all citizens, including the most vulnerable segments
of the population. The second aspect concerns the necessity
of adapting the labour market to new European standards,
which entails enhancing the qualifications of workers and
altering the requirements for their professional training.
V. Barskyi and D. Dvornichenko (2019), in turn, underscore
the importance of preserving national identity during the har-
monisation of Ukrainian legislation with European norms. A
similar conclusion was reached by L. Guiso et al. (2019), who
emphasised the necessity of considering national specifici-
ty when implementing European standards, indicating that
failure to consider these aspects could lead to social tension.

The impact of globalisation on normative and impera-
tive institutions is a prevalent focus within contemporary
humanities research (Zlahoda & Polian, 2024). M. Caselli et
al. (2021) examined the effect of new legal norms on the
social structure of Italian society, noting that legislative
changes are accompanied by the formation of new social
norms and values. The researchers also address numer-
ous challenges associated with the implementation of Eu-
ropean standards into national legislation. The study by

D. Rodrik (2021) and G. Scheiring et al. (2024) covers the
technical and social barriers faced by Ukraine in its efforts
to adapt its legislation. D. Rodrik emphasised the necessi-
ty for the modernisation of the legal system to successfully
integrate new norms, while G. Scheiring et al. (2024) high-
lighted the importance of considering the social consequenc-
es that may arise during this process, particularly potential
conflicts between established and new legal norms.

M. Treshchev and O. Khokhba (2023) focused on the im-
pact of globalisation on national identity and state sovereign-
ty in Ukraine. They explored how globalisation, accompanied
by integration with the European Union and other interna-
tional structures, influences the development of constitu-
tional law and political stability in the country. Their study
reveals how the adaptation of national legislation to Europe-
an standards affects social structure, particularly in relation
to changes in socio-economic conditions, levels of rights and
freedoms for citizens, and institutional reforms. M. Tresh-
chev and O. Khokhba (2023) also drew attention to the risks
of losing national identity amid globalisation and the neces-
sity of preserving sovereignty during constitutional reforms.

A review of existing research indicates a need for the de-
velopment of effective strategies and tools that would enable
the successful implementation of changes in the country’s le-
gal system (considering its specific conditions and function-
al requirements) following European standards. However,
there is a need for a more thorough analysis of the impact of
these changes on various aspects of social life, such as social
justice, access to justice, the effectiveness of public institu-
tions, and the overall level of legal protection.

The purpose of the study was to identify the main dif-
ficulties arising from the adaptation of legislation to the
standards of European social policy and to analyse the prob-
lems and opportunities that emerge during the integration of
the Ukrainian legal environment into European norms.

Materials and methods

The study comprised several key stages, each aimed at ex-
amining different aspects of the adaptation of national leg-
islation to European standards. The first stage involves de-
fining conceptual approaches and theoretical foundations
for legislative adaptation. During this phase, international
instruments are analysed, such as the Association Agree-
ment between the European Union and Ukraine (2014) and
the Council of Europe Action plan on strengthening the in-
dependence and impartiality of the judiciary (2016). This
stage is critically important for establishing a comprehensive
understanding of the legal requirements and principles that
Ukraine should adhere to in harmonising its legislation.

The second stage of the research focused on identifying
key conceptual approaches to legislative adaptation. Em-
ploying methods of systemic analysis and comparative ju-
risprudence provided a foundation for assessing the current



regulatory framework of Ukraine in terms of its alignment
with European standards and international practices. This
stage involves the examination of international conventions
and directives, including the European Convention on Hu-
man Rights (1950) and the Accession Criteria (Copenhagen
Criteria) (n.d.).

The third stage consisted in a thorough examination
of regulations governing the implementation of European
standards into Ukrainian legislation. This phase primarily
concentrates on analysing regulations and strategic docu-
ments that delineate the areas for adapting national legis-
lation to the requirements of the European Union. Of par-
ticular importance is the analysis of regulations aimed at
introducing key European standards and norms, such as
Decree of the President of Ukraine No. 119/2021 “On the
National Human Rights Strategy” (2021), Law of Ukraine
No. 1667-IX “On Stimulating the Development of the Digital
Economy in Ukraine” (2023), Law of Ukraine No. 1264-XII
“On Environmental Protection” (1991), and Law of Ukraine
No. 2136-IX “On the Organisation of Labour Relations under
Martial Law” (2022). Legal analysis methods are employed
to conduct a detailed examination of the specific norms and
provisions within these regulations. This stage also utilises
comparative methods, allowing for parallels to be drawn be-
tween the norms of Ukrainian legislation and the provisions
of European law.

In the final stage of the study, the data obtained from
all previous phases is integrated, facilitating the synthesis
of findings and providing a comprehensive understanding
of the status and prospects of adapting national legislation
to European standards. This stage involves the systematisa-
tion of the information collected from the review of national
regulatory documents and the outcomes of the compara-
tive analysis of legal systems. All stages of the research are
grounded in legal analysis and a comparative approach, ena-
bling an in-depth examination of the current state of national
legislation and its conformity with European standards. The
utilisation of legal analysis is vital for identifying deficien-
cies and gaps within Ukraine’s legal framework to facilitate
its full harmonisation with European Union requirements.

Results

The integration of European standards often encounters
challenges primarily due to the insufficient readiness of the
legal system for new requirements and a lack of public un-
derstanding of these changes. This inadequate preparation
leads to increased legal uncertainty and social tension (Mil-
ner, 2019). In the context of globalisation, Ukraine’s legal
framework is undergoing substantial transformations aimed
at harmonisation with European standards, which is crucial
for the integration into the European legal space. Legislative
changes affect all levels of the legal system, including the
adaptation of legal norms and principles to European stand-
ards. However, this process is far from straightforward, ac-
companied by numerous challenges that may impact social
stability and citizens’ legal confidence.

The Association Agreement (2014) with the EU required
Ukraine to adapt its legislation to European standards in the
field of environmental protection. At the time of signing, rel-
evant EU standards included the Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council No. 2008/50/EC “On Ambient
Air Quality and Cleaner Air for Europe” (2008), the Directive
of the European Parliament and of the Council No. 2000/60/
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EC “Establishing a Framework for Community Action in the
Field of Water Policy” (2000), and the Directive of the Eu-
ropean Parliament and of the Council No. 2010/75/EC “On
Industrial Emissions (Integrated Pollution Prevention and
Control)” (2010). However, despite the adoption of new
laws, their practical implementation encountered numerous
issues. For instance, the establishment of a waste collection
and recycling system does not always meet European stand-
ards due to a lack of appropriate infrastructure and organ-
isational difficulties. European environmental standards,
particularly directives concerning emission reduction and
waste recycling, are notably stricter compared to Ukrainian
requirements. For example, the Directive of the European
Parliament and of the Council No. 2008/98/EC “On Waste
and Repealing Certain Directives” (2008) establishes a
waste management hierarchy, prioritising waste prevention,
recycling, and recovery over disposal. In contrast, Ukraini-
an environmental legislation at the time of adaptation had
more lenient requirements, particularly regarding the use
of landfills for waste storage, which significantly exceeded
European norms (Kovach et al., 2024). These standards aim
to transform waste management practices and reduce the
harmful impact on the environment.

The implementation of European legal standards in
Ukraine is a substantial step towards European integration,
particularly in the areas of human rights, justice, and ad-
ministrative law (Kyrychok et al., 2024). This process has
indeed contributed to improving human rights protection
and enhancing trust in the judicial system. For instance,
although Ukraine ratified the European Convention on
Human Rights (1950), implementation and adaptation of
the Convention to Ukrainian legislation began much later.
Amending legislation has become an integral part of this ad-
aptation. Specifically, the number of complaints concerning
human rights violations submitted to the European Court
of Human Rights has decreased following the introduction
of specific changes to national legislation (Surzik, 2022).
The Decree of the President of Ukraine No. 119/2021 “On
the National Human Rights Strategy” (2021) outlined the
key areas and measures for improving human rights protec-
tion in Ukraine, aligning national policies with European
standards. Similarly, the Law of Ukraine No. 1667-IX “On
Stimulating the Development of the Digital Economy in
Ukraine” (2023) includes provisions that promote the pro-
tection of digital rights and freedoms in accordance with the
European legal framework. The Law of Ukraine No. 1264-
XII “On Environmental Protection” (1991) was amended
to enhance environmental protection in line with Europe-
an environmental standards. Moreover, the Law of Ukraine
No. 2136-IX “On the Organisation of Labour Relations under
Martial Law” (2022) was adopted to ensure the protection of
workers’ rights in the specific conditions of war, consistent
with international human rights standards.

According to a study by the European Commission,
reforms within the justice system, particularly judicial re-
forms, have contributed to increased judicial independence
and the improvement of administrative services. This is re-
flected in Ukraine’s improved ranking in the Rule of Law
Index (2023). For example, in the 2021 ranking, Ukraine re-
ceived a score of 0.45 (on a scale from 0 to 1), which was an
improvement compared to 0.42 in 2019. By 2022, Ukraine’s
score had risen to 0.47, indicating positive developments in
the justice system and the enforcement of the rule of law. It
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was important not only to implement legal changes but also
to actively promote social and informational initiatives that
support these changes and ensure their effective integration
into society. Such campaigns were launched in Ukraine with
EU support under the “Justice for All” programme (Interna-
tional Online Conference..., 2023).

The reform of the judicial system, focused on Euro-
pean models, provides for increasing the independence of
judges and improving their qualifications, which leads to
a reduction in corruption in the judicial system and an in-
crease in the efficiency of judicial processes. Independent
and qualified judges ensure fair decisions, which, in turn,
strengthen the rule of law and uphold justice. The adapta-
tion of Ukrainian legislation to European norms in the areas
of human rights protection, environmental standards, and
economic policy aims to create a stable legal environment
that enhances the legal security of citizens, improves envi-
ronmental conditions, and stabilises economic policy. This
process aligns with the recommendations of the Action plan
on strengthening the independence and impartiality of the
judiciary (2016), which is focused on reinforcing the inde-
pendence and impartiality of the judiciary. Special attention
is given to the Accession Criteria (Copenhagen Criteria)
1993 (n.d.) and European Union directives, which set the
standards for evaluating the conformity of national legal sys-
tems with European requirements. These criteria provide a
foundation for the comprehensive review and improvement
of Ukraine’s legal mechanisms to meet high standards of
human rights protection, ensure environmental safety, and
support stable economic development. European standards
impose stricter requirements on human rights protection
and environmental preservation compared to Ukrainian leg-
islation, which often tends to be less detailed and imposes
lower standards.

The European Convention on Human Rights (1950) es-
tablishes clear standards for the protection of citizens from
violations of rights, including the right to a fair trial, freedom
of expression, and protection from torture. The implemen-
tation of these norms has been reflected in reforms to the
judicial system, such as the introduction of the independent
High Council of Justice. However, the Ukrainian legal sys-
tem still falls short of ensuring full judicial independence,
which has drawn criticism from international organisations.

Judicial reform in Ukraine includes improvements to
the functioning of the High Anti-Corruption Court and the
enhancement of mechanisms for handling corruption cases
in line with European standards. One such standard is the
assurance of judicial independence, as enshrined in the Rec-
ommendation of the Committee of Ministers of the Council
of Europe No. CM/Rec (2010) 12 “Judges: Independence,
Efficiency and Responsibilities” (2010). According to these
recommendations, member states must guarantee judicial
independence, thereby fostering impartial and objective ju-
dicial processes. Another important standard is adherence to
the principle of the rule of law, as reflected in the Charter
of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (2000) (Arti-
cle 47), which enshrines the right to a fair trial.

The economic implications of adapting to European
standards include the integration of Ukraine into a single
European economic area and the regulation of business and
investment. One of the key aspects is the harmonisation
of Ukrainian legislation with EU requirements, which has
created a favourable business environment by simplifying

regulatory procedures, as outlined in the Association Agree-
ment between the European Union and Ukraine (2014)
(Chapter 6, Section 4). A crucial task is the implementa-
tion of corporate governance standards in accordance with
the Directive of the European Parliament and of Council
No. 2014/95/EU “Amending Directive 2013/34/EU as Re-
gards Disclosure of Non-Financial and Diversity Information
by Certain Large Undertakings and Groups” (2014), which re-
quires transparency in non-financial reporting, thus enhanc-
ing trust in Ukrainian companies. The measures implement-
ed have facilitated access to European markets, increased
investment inflows, improved legal protection for investors,
and promoted competition and innovation across various sec-
tors of the economy. The impact of these standards is reflect-
ed in the fluctuations in foreign direct investment (FDI) in
Ukraine in recent years: a decline of 91.0% in 2022, followed
by significant growth of 575.0% in 2023, and another de-
cline of 54.2% in 2024 (Foreign Direct Investment..., 2024).

The reform process towards European standards has
also had a substantial effect on social integration in Ukraine.
A key example of this is the improvement of access to social
services for vulnerable groups through the introduction of
inclusive policies based on European practices. This is evi-
denced by the harmonisation of social security, which aims
to better integrate persons with disabilities and other margin-
alised groups into society. The implementation of European
initiatives, such as the European Disability Strategy, has con-
tributed to creating conditions for equal access to education,
healthcare, and employment for persons with disabilities.

The development of civil society is another critical as-
pect of Ukraine’s adaptation to European standards. This
process has been underpinned by support for civil society or-
ganisations and initiatives. For instance, the Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council No. 2013/11/EU
“On Alternative Dispute Resolution for Consumer Disputes
and Amending Regulation (EC) No. 2006,/2004 and Directive
2009/22/EC” (2013) provided for the involvement of citizens
in decision-making processes by establishing mechanisms for
public discussion and the participation of civil society organ-
isations in policy formulation. An example of the implemen-
tation of European standards in the development of civil soci-
ety in Ukraine is the Law of Ukraine No. 4572-VI “On Public
Associations” (2013). It introduced legal guarantees for the
operation of public organisations, enhancing their role in
decision-making processes at both national and local levels.

Notably, outside Ukraine, the implementation of Euro-
pean standards in various sectors has led to more influen-
tial and visible changes. The adaptation to EU standards in
human rights and justice, such as the Directive of the Eu-
ropean Parliament and of the Council No. (EU) 2016/343
“On the Strengthening of Certain Aspects of the Presumption
of Innocence and of the Right to be Present at the Trial in
Criminal Proceedings” (2016), has improved the protection
of citizens’ rights and enhanced judicial independence in
countries such as Poland and Ukraine. These reforms have
provided greater legal security and fairness within the ju-
diciary. The integration of national minorities in accord-
ance with anti-discrimination norms, such as the Directive
of European Council No. “On the Implementation of the
Principle of Equal Treatment of Persons Regardless of Ra-
cial or Ethnic Origin” (2000) and the Directive of European
Council No. 2000/78/EC “On Establishing a General Frame-
work for Equal Treatment in Employment and Professional



Activities” (2000), has reduced social tensions and improved
equality in countries such as Sweden and Germany. These
standards have facilitated the greater integration of national
minorities and ensured equal access to social services.

The integration into the European Single Economic
Area through the implementation of economic directives,
such as the Directive of the European Parliament and of
the Council No. 2006/123/EC “On Services in the Internal
Market” (2006), has had a positive impact on the economic
development and stability of Romania and Bulgaria. It has
improved the investment climate and reduced economic
imbalances. Educational and cultural changes, particular-
ly through exchange programmes like Erasmus+, and the
alignment of cultural practices with European standards,
have enhanced educational integration and cultural ex-
change in Spain and Finland, leading to improved educa-
tional quality and support for cultural exchange. The sup-
port for civil society organisations and initiatives based on
European standards, such as Regulation 2012/29/EC on
the rights of crime victims, has increased civic engagement
in Austria and France, strengthening democratic institu-
tions and enhancing the role of civil society in these coun-
tries (Erasmus + ..., 2015).

In Ukraine, the implementation of European standards
has yielded mixed results. Despite some improvements in the
protection of citizens” rights and the quality of administrative
services, challenges remain within the judiciary, particularly
due to insufficient judicial independence and high levels of
corruption (Zarosylo et al., 2018). According to EU reports
(Ukraine: EU report..., 2022), Ukraine has faced difficulties
in judicial reforms, especially concerning the selection of
Constitutional Court judges and the fight against corruption.
In the Ukrainian context, such reforms require more effective
implementation and external support to achieve comparable
outcomes (Holovatyi, 2015; European Commission, 2023).

Georgia serves as an example of a successful judicial re-
form, which included the upskilling of judges and the reor-
ganisation of judicial bodies. These measures have helped
reduce corruption and increase the efficiency of judicial pro-
cesses. According to data from Transparency International
and the World Bank, reforms in Georgia’s judicial system,
which involved the establishment of an independent an-
ti-corruption bureau and the modernisation of the justice
system, have led to a reduction in corruption levels and an
increase in public trust in the judiciary (European Commis-
sion, 2023). Moreover, according to a European Union report,
judicial reforms in Georgia have produced significant results
in improving the transparency and accountability of judges,
contributing to more efficient case handling and increased
judicial independence (European Commission, 2022).

Slovakia has also undergone similar reforms, which
have positively influenced the efficiency of its judicial sys-
tem. In particular, the implementation of standards in line
with the EU, such as Directive of the European Parliament
and of the Council No. (EU) 2016/343 “On the Strength-
ening of Certain Aspects of the Presumption of Innocence
and of the Right to be Present at the Trial in Criminal Pro-
ceedings” (2016), has enhanced the transparency of judicial
processes, ensured the right to a fair trial, and improved
access to justice. Meanwhile, in the Czech Republic, new
environmental protection regulations were adopted, nota-
bly under Directive of the European Parliament and of the
Council No. 2008/98/EC “On Waste and Repealing Certain
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Directives” (2008), which set out fundamental principles
for waste management, including reduction, reuse, and re-
cycling. The enhancement of standards in waste manage-
ment also strengthened the legal protection of citizens, pro-
viding them with greater safeguards against the negative
impacts of waste.

Thus, globalisation is characterised by integrating coun-
tries into global economic, political, and cultural networks,
which brings about changes in all aspects of life. Internation-
al agreements and the exchange of cultural and economic
achievements have become part of global trends that affect
the internal affairs of nations. Central and Eastern Europe,
including Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary,
Romania, and Bulgaria, has undergone substantial transfor-
mations following their accession to the European Union
(Mikhnevych et al., 2023). Integration has impacted the leg-
islative systems of these countries, resulting in the harmoni-
sation of their national regulations with European standards.
For instance, Poland, which joined the EU in 2004, imple-
mented substantial reforms in justice, anti-corruption, and
economic policy, adapting its laws to the requirements of
European directives. Similar processes have taken place in
other Central and Eastern European countries due to their
integration into the European legal framework, particularly
in relation to the judiciary, state governance, and new rights
and freedoms for citizens.

In Poland, a series of laws regulating the Constitutional
Court were introduced, strengthening judicial independence.
For example, amendments to the Law of Poland No. 1064
“On the Constitutional Court” (2015) aimed to limit polit-
ical influence in the appointment of judges and establish
transparent criteria for their selection. Ukraine would ben-
efit from adopting similar legislative mechanisms to ensure
the independence of judges in its Constitutional Court and
prevent political interference. Romania’s experience in com-
bating corruption is also of particular importance. The Law
of Romania No. 78/2000 “On the Prevention, Detection and
Sanctioning of Corruption” (2000) has been regarded as a
successful reform, thanks to the independence of its anti-cor-
ruption body and its broad powers. Despite the existence
of anti-corruption bodies in Ukraine, their effectiveness re-
mains a challenge (Kostiushko, 2024). Thus, the legislative
framework of Romania could serve as a model for improving
the anti-corruption system of Ukraine. In Hungary, a law
was adopted to regulate the activities of civil society or-
ganisations and their influence on politics (Law of Hungary
No. CLXXV, 2011). This law has strengthened the role of
civil society by increasing the transparency of funding and
accountability of non-governmental organisations. Ukraine
would benefit from implementing similar mechanisms to
support the work of civil society organisations and ensure
their active participation in the reform process.

The absence of necessary legislative changes in
Ukraine, particularly in relation to the independence of
the Constitutional Court and the fight against corruption,
hinders progress in the legal sphere and democratic de-
velopment. Poland, Romania, and Hungary demonstrated
successful reforms that have strengthened judicial inde-
pendence, established effective anti-corruption bodies, and
improved oversight mechanisms for civil society organisa-
tions. Ukraine needs to adopt similar legislative initiatives
to ensure the effectiveness of its reforms and strengthen its
state institutions.
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Discussion

The findings of this study on the impact of globalisation
on constitutional processes in Ukraine highlight the critical
importance of a systematic approach to adapting national
legislation to European standards to ensure social stability
and legal harmonisation. The study indicates that the ab-
sence of a consistent strategy in this process could lead to
social challenges, such as legal uncertainty, social tensions,
or even the alienation of certain segments of the population.
Legislative adaptation involves the integration of European
norms and standards while preserving national legal tradi-
tions, ensuring a gradual and stable modernisation of the
legal system of Ukraine.

The results of this study align with the conclusions of
several other researchers who have examined similar pro-
cesses in different countries. For example, M. Gora (2023)
emphasises that the adaptation of national legislation to
European standards is a complex and multifaceted process,
accompanied by substantial social challenges. One of the key
aspects highlighted by the researcher is legal uncertainty,
which arises as a result of rapid changes in the legal system
since citizens are not always prepared for such changes and
may perceive them as a threat to their rights and freedoms.
The findings are consistent with the analysis of the techni-
cal aspects of integrating European standards into Ukrainian
legislation, which revealed that the changes may pose cer-
tain difficulties related to the adaptation of existing systems
to new requirements.

The conducted study corroborates the findings of
S. Kryvoshlykov and O. Tereshchuk (2022), who argued that
insufficient preparation for legislative changes could lead to
distrust in the legal system. S. Kryvoshlykov and O. Teresh-
chuk (2022) asserted that adaptation to European standards
should not only involve technical adjustments but also an
active information campaign to raise public awareness. The
study confirms that, without proper communication with
the population, reforms may be perceived as imposed, in-
creasing the risk of social instability and adversely affecting
democratic processes. Therefore, it is crucial to ensure both
technical adaptation and effective communication for the
successful implementation of reforms.

Similar conclusions regarding the impact of globalisation
on constitutional processes are confirmed by studies such as
those by D. Riznyk et al. (2024), who analysed European in-
tegration in Ukraine. Their work emphasises that harmonis-
ing national legislation with European standards often faces
difficulties during implementation. D. Riznyk et al. (2024)
particularly stressed the importance of considering nation-
al legal traditions and cultural peculiarities when adapting
European norms. They argued that successful reform imple-
mentation is only possible if these specificities are thorough-
ly understood and considered, thereby avoiding conflicts
and legal uncertainties. This is crucial to ensure harmony
between the new standards and the national legal system.

The present study identifies similar challenges in Ukraine.
It was established that the implementation of European
standards in ecology, economics, and justice is accompanied
by difficulties, particularly due to differences in legal tradi-
tions and cultural contexts. These challenges require special
attention to national contexts to ensure the effective adap-
tation and implementation of reforms. The findings of other
researchers highlight that the harmonisation of legislation
encounters issues similar to those observed in Ukraine. Con-

sequently, the approaches of these researchers may be valu-
able in developing strategies that help overcome adaptation
difficulties and ensure the effective integration of European
standards into national legal systems, which is particularly
important for countries undergoing European integration.

The study examined the global impact on constitutional
processes in Ukraine and compared these with similar devel-
opments in other countries. These aspects resonate with the
study by V. Zinchenko (2020), who conducted an in-depth
analysis of the implementation of European standards in the
legal system of Ukraine. Zinchenko emphasised that this
process is pivotal to European integration, as legal reforms
and the harmonisation of Ukrainian law with European leg-
islation are key to bringing Ukraine closer to the European
Union. V. Zinchenko (2020) also further highlighted that the
adoption of European norms improves the quality of legal
regulation, particularly in human rights protection, demo-
cratic freedoms, and transparency within the judicial system.
Therefore, this study confirms the key role of legal reforms
in strengthening constitutional foundations and democratic
institutions, which are essential for the successful integra-
tion of Ukraine into the European legal community.

Notably, the proposed analysis aligns with the findings
of other researchers. This study, therefore, confirms the in-
stitutional challenges involved in adapting Ukrainian legis-
lation to European standards. Given the problems associated
with this adaptation and implementation, as highlighted in
the studies discussed, the new norms have had a rather lim-
ited impact on the Ukrainian state and society.

Conclusions

Globalisation has acted as a powerful catalyst for transfor-
mations in many countries, and Ukraine is no exception. The
changes driven by European integration have affected not
only economic and cultural aspects but also the legal sphere,
which has directly influenced constitutional processes. The
adaptation of Ukrainian legislation to European standards
has proven to be a complex and multifaceted process with
potentially far-reaching social consequences. However, it
has required political will, a revision of existing legal norms,
and, in some cases, substantial amendments to the Constitu-
tion of Ukraine — steps for which the Ukrainian parliament
and government were not fully prepared.

The study demonstrated that the adaptation of legislation
to European standards has had a significant impact on con-
stitutional processes in Ukraine, manifesting in several key
areas. The first of these is the detailed regulation of Ukraini-
an environmental standards. Specifically, the Law of Ukraine
“On Waste Management” cannot be fully implemented due to
the absence of additional regulations containing provisions
analogous to the Directive of the European Parliament and
Council No. 2008/98/EC “On Waste and Repealing Certain
Directives” and No. 2012/19/EU. This indicates systemic
gaps in Ukrainian legislation. European directives in the field
of environmental protection are highly detailed and require
a comprehensive approach to regulating various aspects
of environmental policy. Translating these requirements
into Ukrainian law necessitates substantial efforts to align
with other regulations and implement extensive reforms.

Much more has been accomplished in the area of ju-
dicial reform, although public perception has not matched
the actual outcomes. The reforms introduced to the struc-
ture of the judicial system, starting with the 2016 reform,



were intended to demonstrate a commitment of Ukraine to
the principle of an independent judiciary. However, despite
public attention and the establishment of the High Council
of Justice and the High Qualification Commission of Judg-
es, tasked with ensuring the integrity of judges, evaluation
and selection of judges have not always been transparent.
Comparisons with other Eastern Partnership and Eastern Eu-
ropean countries suggest that corruption, which has been
successfully tackled in countries like Georgia, the Czech
Republic, and Poland, remains a key factor hindering the
successful completion of long-standing reform efforts in
Ukraine. Without addressing this, resolving the discrepan-
cies between Ukraine’s procedural law (civil, administrative,
and criminal processes) and the requirements of the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights and other international

S. Rybchenko et al.

explains the greater focus on judicial reform, a matter of
particular interest to European partners. Against the back-
drop of judicial reforms, economic changes have been large-
ly confined to those envisaged by the Association Agreement
with the European Union. As a result, numerous Europe-
an standards concerning product quality and certification,
along with targeted support programmes for small and me-
dium-sized enterprises in adapting to these new standards,
have been overlooked by the legislature.

Future studies should focus on identifying the challenges
in implementing the already adopted legislation, including
the organisational changes that have taken place in the field
of oversight and enforcement of the new legal framework.
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AHoTarisa. MeTtoro ctatTi 6yJ10 JOCTIAUTH, K MpOIlecH ryobaJiisallii BIUIMHYIM Ha TpaHcopMallito mMpaBoBoOi CUCTEMU
VkpalHu Ta BU3HAUUTHU COLiaJIbHI HACJIAKY, OO0 BUHUKJIM B pe3ysbTaTi ajanTallii HaI[iOHAJbHOTO 3aKOHOJ/IaBCTBA
J10 €BPOMNENChKUX CTAHAApPTiB. Y XoAi MOCIiXeHHsA OCHOBHY yBary OyJo MpH/ijIeHO aHajli3y TOro, fAK iHTerpais
€BpONENChbKUX HOPM BIUIMHYJIa Ha PO3BUTOK IIPABOBOI CBiIOMOCTi Ta CycCHiJIbHOI B3aeMoOJil B YKpaiHi, a TakoxX Ha
3MillHEHHS IeMOKPaTUYHUX iHCTUTYTIB i TPOMafsAHCbKUX cB0O0. MeTono0I0TisA JOCIiIKeHHA BKJII0Yala 3aCTOCYyBaHHSA
MOPiBHAJILHOTO aHaJli3y [JIA 3iCTaBJIeHHA YKPAlHCHKOTO 3aKOHOAABCTBO Ta HOPM E€Bpomericbkoro Co3y, CUCTEMHOTO
MigXoAy Ui OLIHKM KOMILJIEKCHOCTi MpaBoBOi iHTerpamii. Pe3ysbTaTul AOCTiMKEHHA MOKa3aJiv, IO aJamnTamis Oo
€BPOMNENCHhKUX CTAHAAPTIB CIPUAE IiABUIIEHHIO IPO30POCTi AEPXKaBHOTO YIPaBJIiHH:A, 3MillHEHHIO [IPABOBOTO 3aXUCTY
TpoMa/isiH Ta 3HKEHHIO PiBHA Kopymnuii. ¥ craTTi 6yJi0 mifKpecseHo, 110 1i npoljecu Majii CyTTEBUH BILJIUB Ha PO3BUTOK
TPOMAJSAHCHKOTO CYCIIiJIbCTBA, MiABUIIIEHHS PiBHA IPABOBOI CBiJOMOCTi Ta aKTUBHOCTI 'POMA/isiH, a TAKOX Ha 3MillTHEHH:A
HaIlioHaJIbHOI iJEHTUYHOCTI B YMOBax iHTerpauii fo rio6anbHuX npoijeciB. Oco0JnBy yBary NpuaijieHO NUTaHHAM, L0
CTOCYBAJIHCSA COIIiaJIbHOT aanTallii HaceJIeHH: JO HOBUX ITPABOBUX peasliii, MOB'A3aHUX i3 IPUUHATTAM Ta iMIIJIEMEHTAIi€I0
€BPOMENCHKUX HOPM i cTaHAApTiB. BaX/JIMBUM acrekToM poOOTH CTaJIO JOCTiXKeHH BIUITUBY IJ100aIi3aliiiHUX MPOoIeciB
Ha 3MiHy pOJIi JepXaBu y IIPAaBOBOMY PeryJIlOBaHHI Ta Ha MOCHUJIEHHsA B3aEMO/il MiX JepXaBHUMH iHCTUTyTaMU Ta
cycninibeTBoM. JOCIIiIKEHHS aKIleHTyBajlo yBary Ha KJIIOUOBHX acleKTax TpaHcdopMarlil KOHCTUTYLiMHUX NpoleciB
i/l BIUIMBOM IJloOastizaliliHuX TeHJeHIlill, 30KpeMa iHTerpauii YKpaiHU OO €BPOIEHCHKOr0 IIPaBOBOIO IPOCTOPY.
VBara mpupiisanaca colliaJIbHUM HacjiflkaM ajanTallil Hal[ioHaJbHOTO 3aKOHOJAaBCTBA A0 €BPOINEHCBKUX CTAHAAPTIB,
AKI TIPOABWJIMCA Yy 3MiHi NpaBOBOI KyJIbTYpU, NMOCUJIEHHI NIPAaBO3aXHMCHUX MeXaHi3MiB Ta BJIOCKOHaJIeHHi iHCTUTYTiB
JeMOKpaTii
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iJeHTUYHIiCTh; r1obasrizaris
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